Semantic Shifts: Capitalism to Imperialism & Influences on Socialist Thought
By the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the term capitalism was deemed too narrow by economic analysts to denote the phenomenon of cross-border market extension associated with capitalism's practice. In 1902, this perceived phenomenon characterized by the insatiable appetite and search for new markets beyond a producer's political borders to sell its surplus production that could not be sold in-country was labeled imperialism in the eponymous work by John A. Hobson, an English historian and some time academic. Hobson viewed his study with a sense of urgency rooted in medical metaphors; the study was "distinctively one of social pathology, and no endeavor is made to disguise the malignity of the disease."
7 Imperialism was a direct outgrowth of perverted nationalismthat is, nationalism that did not naturally lead to internationalism, or "brotherhood": 8 Nationalism is a plain highway to internationalism, and if it manifests divergence we may well suspect a perversion of its nature and its purpose. Such a perversion is Imperialism, in which nations trespassing beyond the limits of facile assimilation transform the wholesome stimulative rivalry of varied national types into the cutthroat struggle of competing empires.…[Furthermore,] its attack upon the liberties and the existence of weaker or lower races [sic] stimulates in them a corresponding excess of national self-consciousness.…We have welded Africanderdom 9 into just Ibid., Introduction.
9
The term Africanderdom, also spelled Afrikanderdom, here refers to the Jameson Raid, a failed uprising involving a British force entering into the Cape region against Afrikaners (generally, of Dutch origin) in the Transvaal area of what is now South Africa on the New Year's week-end of December 29, 1985 -January 2, 1896. It led, famously, to jingoism and screeds on both sides, and which maligned imperialism and related its consequences to race hatred and thwarted nationalism:
A new feeling has rushed in huge billows over South Africa. The flaccid and cowardly Imperialism, that had already begun to dilute and weaken our national blood, gradually turned aside before the new current which permeated our people. Many who, tired of the slow development of the national idea, had resigned themselves to Of Nationality, as connected with Representative Government, 10 provided an important link to Hobson's operating definition of the term nation. Mill, in his Autobiography, published in 1873, the year of his death, recalls his continuous exposure and early adherence, beginning in 1829, to the tenets (although not the means) held by the St. Simonian Socialists, particularly respecting community, labor, and the "perfect equality of men and women:" 11 But the St. Simonians I continued to cultivate ... Their criticisms on the common doctrines of Liberalism seemed to me full of important truth; and it was partly by their writings that my eyes were opened to the very limited and temporary value of the old political economy, which assumes private property and inheritance as indefeasible facts, and freedom of production and exchange as the dernier mot of social improvement. The scheme gradually unfolded by the St. Simonians, under which the labour and capital of society would be managed for the general account of the community every individual being required to take a share of labour [sic] either as thinker, teacher, artist, or producer, all being classed according to their capacity, and remunerated according to their works, appeared to me a far superior description of Socialism to Owen's. Their aim seemed to me desirable and rational, however their means might be inefficacious; and though I neither believed in the practicability nor in the beneficial operation of their social machinery, I felt that the proclamation of such an ideal of human society could not but tend to give a beneficial direction to the efforts of others to bring society as at present constituted, nearer to some ideal standard. I honoured them most of all for what they have been most cried down for -the boldness and freedom from prejudice with which they treated the subject of family…on which scarcely any reformer has the courage to touch. In proclaiming the perfect equality of men and women, and an entirely new order of things in regard to their relations with one another, the St. Simonians, in common with Owen and Fourier, have entitled themselves to the grateful remembrance of future generations.
From Thought to Action: Russia's Revolution and the Praxis of Early Socialism
The obvious socio-economic-power gap between the wealthy, the middle class, and the poor, its attendant political structures and consequences, and alternatives posited to remedy it were clearly a passionate issue of socio-intellectual concern, in constant publication and public dialogue and debate, from the time of Jean Jacques Rousseau's foundational notions of collectivism 12 In October 1917, the intellectual yielded to practice in the form of revolution in Russia, which established it as the first socialist state, 14 and in short order, Lenin produced decrees that transferred all private land to the people and guaranteed equality and the right to selfdetermination of the people. An important modification Lenin introduced to the dictatorship of the proletariat framework-together with that of shifting the possibility of socialism to pre-capitalist (in more recent terminology, underdeveloped) countries rather than only developed capitalist countries due to imperialism being labeled by Lenin as the highest form of capitalism-was the establishment of a central party to guide the State and educate the proletariat as professional (rather than amateur) revolutionaries: "I assert…that no movement can be durable without a stable organization of leaders…consist[ing] chiefly of persons engaged in revolutionary activities as a profession…to maintain continuity."
15 This principle was placed into action during the first days of the October Russian Socialist Revolution (October 1917) under the name of Council of People's Commissars, with Lenin as its first elected chairman.
As the Chinese Communist Party continues to officially adhere to scientific socialism both locally and globally, it is to Chinese scientific socialism that we now turn for what it may mean for the wider geopolitics of the 21 st century, particularly in Latin American and for the United States in that region. except during the putative truce reached so both factions could unite to fight Japan's military encroachment into China. 19 By 1949, Mao had become the chairman of the People's Republic of China and Chiang Kai-shek-in Mao's words, the "running dog" of "U.S. imperialism" 20 -and his followers had fled to Taiwan. Until 1945, Taiwan, also known, although not universally recognized, as the Republic of China, had been under Japanese control for fifty years. 21 Mao's approach to development was based on adapting socialism to the Chinese context, which meant addressing its dominant agricultural base by collectives and, later, communes, 22 and to supporting "national independence and liberation movements" globally. 23 was rehabilitated for the third time; in 1978, he was the acknowledged leader of China and held sway over the direction of China's political and economic direction through 1994. Deng's professional development, talents and contributions to China's accelerated socio-economic and political development are complex and beyond the scope of this paper. However, a brief profile will help to situate Deng in the drama of socio-political and economic continuity and change that has characterized China since the early part of the 20 th century and will continue for the foreseeable future. Deng was a long-time figure in the Communist Party of China (CPC) leadership, having been initiated into communism during his stay in Paris (1920 Paris ( -1926 , receiving further education in Moscow, and returning to China to work within the Communist Party, where he served as chief secretary of the Central Committee by 1927. He was mentored very early on by Zhou Enlai, and maintained a strong bond with him until Zhou's death in January 1976. Deng became an ally of Mao and formed part of the 6000-mile "Long March" (1934) (1935) ) that helped to solidify the communist power base across China. In the war against Japan (1937) (1938) (1939) (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) , Deng proved to be an excellent military leader and administrator-attributes that would serve him well in modernizing China more than three decades later.
During the Cultural Revolution, Deng was "dismissed and purged" by Mao, then rehabilitated in 1972, at which point he served as Vice-Premier. 26 Beginning in 1973, Deng and Premier Zhou Enlai successfully introduced the notion of comprehensive modernization, which, in January 1975, was expressed more specifically as the "four modernizations"-a 25-year plan for national industrialization through concurrent development of agriculture, industry, science and technology, and national defense-which were complemented by policies of foreign trade, heightened academic standards, and reinviting "scientists and experts" into the institutional fold. 27 This set of connected, purposeful elements targeting accelerated economic development was officially adopted in December 1978 and "became the framework for the post-Mao period;" state-centralized control at the macro-economic level was combined with local decision-making regarding areas of investment based on perceived returns (profit), complemented by Special Economic Zones to encourage "foreign investment and market liberalization," leading to "an emphasis on light industry and export-led growth."
28 By allowing farmers to till their designated (state-owned) land-thus ending the practice of collectives-and to sell whatever surplus they produced for profit, Deng immediately and substantially raised rural income levels and initiated "small-scale" industry.
29
Deng's set of seemingly contradictory practices-from either a socialist or capitalist perspective-were referred to as "socialism with Chinese characteristics;" that is, for some analysts, "land reform, vigorous regional markets, a lively service sector, and local government guidance of local enterprises," 30 and for others, "an attempt on a monumental scale to blend…state ownership and private property, central planning and competitive markets, political dictatorship and limited economic and cultural freedom."
31 Deng, universally characterized as a pragmatist, responded to these and similar appeals for clarification with the now ubiquitous aphorism: "It does not matter if a cat is black or white as long as it catches mice."
32 The CCP's relaxation of national economic policies in 1978 unleashed a productivity-creativity force unparalleled in recent human history. Within two decades, as Goldman (1998) summarizes: 33 China was transformed from an isolated, poor, rural, and politically turbulent country into a relatively open, stable, urbanizing, and modernizing country. With an economy growing at 9 percent a year in the last two decades…China became the fastest-growing economy in the world.…In just twenty years, China had evolved from a nation in which roughly six out of ten people lived below the international poverty rate of one dollar a day into a nation in which per capita income virtually quadrupled. It had taken the United States nearly fifty years to double its per capita income in the nineteenth century; it had taken China just a decade. 
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By the quarter-century mark of 2003, companies outside of China had invested more than $700 billion in China, and had built "hundreds of thousands of factories nationwide and hired tens of millions of people," who were now earning fives times what they had been prior to the 1978 reform period, and purchasing "cell phones, computers, and even cars and apartments."
34 With respect to Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)-which, along with perceived economic benefits, is also an indicator of perceived national stability and confidence by foreign investors-China, in 2004, surpassed the United States as the "world's leading destination."
35 From 2002 to 2008, the increase of 185 million people to the Chinese middle class is equivalent to the "entire middle class increase for India (61M), Russia (37M), the U.S. (31M) and all of Europe -combined!" and, by the year 2016, the estimated amount of people in the Chinese middle class (by then, 334M), according to this same source of prediction, will have surpassed the total estimated population of the United States (by then, 314M). 36 The recent global economic downturn also affected China, diminishing the growth of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to 6.1 percent in the first quarter of 2009 for the first time in ten years; however, based largely on the Chinese government's stimulus injection of $586 billion, China's projected GDP growth this year is predicted to reach the 8 percent target. 37 Thus, to apply a single phrase to characterize Deng's transformative role in China's unforeseen and phenomenal economic and political growth, it would be the following: Deng, through his pragmatic, visionary, change-agent leadership, instituted policies and practices that had immediate and lasting results and consequences which influenced the Chinese national context and global economic and environmental contexts alike. The difference between Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping is apparent in the qualifier pragmatic, as both men were extraordinary leaders, visionaries and change agents-notwithstanding each having instituted various policies and practices that were seriously flawed and resulted in grave consequences (e.g., Mao's Great Leap Forward and Cultural Revolution; Deng's Tiananmen Square).
Section III

Bi-Lateral Rifts and Shifts: The Semantics of China and U.S Policy Dynamics
China, as is evident from the Century of Shame, did not exist in a vacuum during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Visits and encroachment by Western institutions and countries to China had been a phenomenon from the late thirteenth century and prevailed to differing degrees until the end of the Second World War. How the United States related to the internal challenges and changes in Chinese political orientations relate as well to later roles that each took within international arenas in which the two governments were present. The Korean War and Vietnam War (known as the American War in Vietnam and China) were two such arenas of bellicose conflict. Latin America is today another, albeit of geopolitical competition through peaceful, commercial and diplomatic means. Thus, an overview of each one's historical policy toward the other is helpful in understanding current events and perspectives involving the two countries within Latin America (discussed in the final section).
The United States' policy toward China in 1941 supported Free China, that is, the Nationalist-(Guomindang) controlled area of China, which co-existed with the Japaneseoccupied area. 38 The Nationalist were originally led by revolutionary republican Sun Yatsen (1866-1925) during the first quarter of the twentieth century and by Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi) from 1927 to 1949-who, as head of the Free China government headquarters in Nanjing, was seen by the United States "as a representative of American ideals." 39 Thus, in fall 1945, the United States "intervened from the beginning [of the Chinese civil war] on the anti-communist side" and supplied the Nationalists even as it officially supported a coalition government comprised of the Communist Party of China and the Nationalist Party. 40 In spite of U.S. support, Chiang's ineffective leadership and militaristic mind led to burdensome taxation, civilian punishments, hyperinflation, and misdirection of resources to 38 Fairbank and Goldman (1998), op. cit., p. 312 39 Ibid, p. 327. 40 Ibid, pp. 329, 330. Grow describes the continuity of the interventionist policy among U.S. presidents: "All told, six of the nine U.S. presidents who occupied the White House during the Cold War carried out at least one major intervention against a perceived enemy in the Western Hemisphere during their terms in office" (p. x). All were justified as deterring socialism, save that of President George H. W. Bush's invasion of Panama, which was a 'war on drugs'" (pp. x-xi). According to Grow's analysis, the factors of "U.S. international credibility, U.S. domestic politics, and lobbying by Latin American and Caribbean actors"-the latter phenomenon described by Geir Lundestad as "'intervention by invitation'" (p. xiii)-superseded economic and security factors (p. xi). development vision took precedence, but was delayed until the 1990s due to Latin America's economic downturn during the decade of the 1980s.
48
Deng Xiaoping's emphasis on pragmatic economic development and opening China to foreign investment "subordinated the revolutionary and anti-imperialist elements of China's foreign policy," while the U.S. and other Western "policymakers concerns…were largely restricted to [China's] nuclear proliferation and arms sales." 49 The effects of Mao Zedong's closure of China and internal policies have been noted earlier, as have the effects of China's opening and pragmatic approach to its economic development and policy of nonintervention beginning with Deng Xiaoping in 1978.
From the late 1990s to 2006, China's competitive need for resources had taken it to countries inside and outside the political comfort zone of the United States, including Darfur, Iran, Myanmar (Burma), North Korea, Uzbek, and Zimbabwe. 50 China has rethought this strategy in favor of more actively negotiating and participating with the United States and the United Nations toward limiting regimes' actions that transgressed human rights or posed international security threats-although at times vacillating, as it did in the case of Myanmar, or continuing its relationship with countries labeled as "troublesome." ideologies. These principles have been accepted by the overwhelming majority of countries in the world.
The five principles are: 53 mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty (changed to mutual respect for each other's sovereignty and territorial integrity at the AsianAfrican Conference [1955] ), mutual non-aggression, non-interference in each other's internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, … and peaceful co-existence.
Currently, amidst the continued bilateral cooperation there is also continued tension that demands to be constantly examined, confronted, interpreted and negotiated between the two countries, particularly as China's projected political and economic ascendency continues as the United States experiences dramatic internal economic and institutional instability and downturns. Some analysts, for example, now cite aggregate Western figures to compensate for the lackluster performance of country-specific figures from the United States and compare China's performance and political strength to that framework rather than to a bilateral one. 54 What to call this economic-political phenomenon also presents analysts with a quandary: Is it scientific socialism, capitalism, or some blend of each? If so, is it tending to move more in one direction that the other; that is, is it leading toward capitalism or socialism? Or, is it its own new paradigm? The economic ascendency model that China has developed is sometimes referred to, perhaps more by non-socialists, as state capitalism, "a system in which the state functions as the leading economic actor and uses markets primarily for political gain." 55 The final section addresses this question within the context of China's presence in Latin America.
Section IV
China's Scientific Socialism in Latin America: Whither U.S. Capitalism and Hegemony?
As noted earlier, China's economic development embraced foreign investment and exportdriven growth. As China continued its widespread accelerated growth, so, too, did the need for material resources and markets soar. The aggressive strategy of developing markets and the relentless need to seek resources within and outside of China have been 53 Ibid. complemented-or, alternately, confounded-by cooperative agreements with nations inside and outside the fold of socialism and heightened security concerns by the United States-the latter area of study having adherents on opposite sides of the issue who are referred to pejoratively as "panda sluggers" and "panda huggers." 56 China's forays into East Asian and African spheres are an example of this developing complex global presence. Worldwide attention-whether political, economic, social or cultural-continues to be increasingly focused on China. However, China's relatively recent presence in Latin America, as investor, partner and purchaser, raises high the flag of hegemonic concern, as this particular region has been closely tied-militarily, politically and economically-to the United States since the Monroe Doctrine was announced in 1823, and is considered, however belittling to Latin America and self-serving of the United States, as its "back yard." 57 This final section addresses China's presence in Latin America, using as its base the points of view of two Chinese scholars, published in 2008-the one, offering a no-threat-to-U.S.-hegemony scholarly perspective; the other, presenting a scenario of caution due to possible geopolitical shifts. Analyses by other writers, from China and Latin America, will complement and inform these two viewpoints. The analysis and interpretation of the two perspectives should result in a particularly cultural and timely understanding of current Chinese geopolitical policies toward Latin America, and the degree to which they are embraced or repudiated by private and government sectors within the United States.
Semantics and Soft Power: China's Latin America and Caribbean Policy
On November of 2008, China View (which, according to its self-reported description, is "an online news service of Xinhua News Agency…garnering 800 million hits and 80 million page views per day… [a] the top news website in China, and one of the most influential sites in the world") reported that it had printed the full text of the Chinese government's "first ever" policy paper on Latin America and the Caribbean (CPPLAC). 58 The wording, tone and intent of the policy-shared and discussed with Latin American leaders prior to its finalization-could not be more different from the historical unilateral, interventionist, ethnocentric, racialist and paternalistic approach of the United States, explicitly articulated in the Monroe Doctrine (1823), the notion of Manifest Destiny, 59 and American exceptionalism. 60 The use of rhetoric that assumes and promotes unity among equals and shared interestsregardless of political suasion-therefore, tends to draw in rather than repel, and remains wholly consistent with the Five Principles of Co-Existence policy described earlier. Tellingly, the CPPLAC policy document repeats the terms peace/peaceful and development six times each in its succinctly stated 230-word Foreword, and directly conveys related terms that reinforce the spirit and intent of working toward common goals in unity, all of which are captured in the Foreword's key sentence: "It is in the fundamental interest of people in all countries and also their common aspiration to share development opportunities, jointly address challenges and promote the noble cause of peace and development of mankind." "God has not been preparing the English-speaking and Teutonic peoples for a thousand years for nothing but vain and idle self-contemplation and self-admiration. No! He has made us the master organizers of the world to establish system where chaos reigns. He has given us the spirit of progress to overwhelm the forces of reaction throughout the earth. He has made us adept in government that we may administer government among savage and senile people. Were it not for such a force as this the world would relapse into barbarism and night. And of all our race He has marked the American people as His chosen nation to finally lead in the regeneration of the world. This is the divine mission of America, and it holds for us all the profit, all the glory, all the happiness possible to man. We are the trustees of the world's progress, guardians of the righteous peace."
The specific areas of development include: 62 1. Political Field (e.g., non-interference; "make the international political and economic order more fair and equitable");
2. Economic Field (e.g., "expand and balance two-way trade;" "achieve common development;" "properly settle trade frictions through consultation and cooperation;" "free trade agreements;" reciprocal investment; promote "Chinese commercial banks to set up branches;" "Cooperation in flora and fauna inspection will be intensified and agricultural trade will be expanded to jointly uphold food security;" industrial cooperation; China "will strengthen practical cooperation … in transport, information and communications, water conservancy and hydropower and other areas of infrastructure development;" China "wishes to expand and deepen mutually beneficial cooperation … in resources and energy within bilateral cooperation frameworks;" customs, quality inspection, and tourism cooperation; support of debt reduction and cancellation; economic and technical assistance; promote "South-South cooperation, bringing about a more just and equitable multilateral trading regime and ensuring a bigger say and greater role in decisionmaking;" "deepen its cooperation with chambers of commerce of Latin America and the Caribbean");
3. Cultural and Social Aspects (e.g., cultural and sports exchanges; cooperation in science, technology and education, including "aeronautics and astronautics, biofuel, resources and environment technology, marine technology," among others; "wider application of Chinese technologies on energy-conservation, digital medical treatment, small hydropower and other results of scientific research and advanced applied techniques;" provision of "technical training, services and demonstration;" "mutual recognition of diplomas and academic degrees, and increase the number of Chinese government scholarships;" "vigorously promote exchanges and cooperation in the medical and health care sector … and share experiences … in such areas as disease control, response to public health emergencies, and control of HIV/AIDS and bird flu;" "help improve local medical facilities and train local medical professionals;" consular cooperation and personnel exchanges; media cooperation; people-to-people exchanges; cooperation in environmental protection, combating climate change, human resources and social security, disaster reduction/relief and humanitarian assistance, and poverty alleviation);
4. On Peace, Security and Judicial Affairs (e.g., "will actively carry out military exchanges and defense dialogue and cooperation….mutual visits by defense and military officials….provide assistance for the development of the army in Latin American and Caribbean countries;" 63 cooperation in judicial and police affairs, including sharing "information on illegal immigration and improve the capacity for its prevention;" "combating terrorism [and other] non-traditional security threats."
Language as a Globally Relevant Cohesive Force: Semantic Convergence?
The Chinese government's foreign policy language-formally initiated in December 1953 and present in the current CCPLAC policy document-continues to provide the foundation for the cohesive "glue" 64 that bonds peoples and states in terms of, if not identity, at least in the form of identification, of being kindred spirits, clearly and locally present in substantive aspects of the global enterprise within which all are engaged. The bonding process has been in place and in action for some 56 years, and its properties appear to be drawing more adherents. This spirit of unity and common purpose, destiny, and interests have been absent from the United States' centuries of geopolitical and commercial strategies and presence in Latin America-where, conversely, the spirit and action of "coercion and military force" have prevailed 65 and the overall policy profile of the United States has been described as that of a "bad neighbor" 66 manifesting a two-centuries-long ingrained prejudice toward Latin America 67 that has extended into the post-Cold War "new world order" era.
The differential policy approaches extend beyond the merely contrastive or historical. As indicated above, the Chinese policy approach is about creating bonds among communities such that they begin to identify themselves as sharing common values and characteristics with China in order to work together, particularly within a common space-that may indeed be the country itself. The first of two Chinese specialists mentioned earlier, Jiang Shixue, 71 in his 2008 publication acknowledges that Latin America, as a region, has been "traditionally perceived as the backyard of the United States" and states emphatically that "in no way should China's growing presence be interpreted as a challenge to U.S. hegemony in the hemisphere."
72 Yet, identification among states operating to various degrees within the state
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capitalism model-including Mexico, Brazil, Venezuela 73 -may draw them, and other Latin American and Caribbean countries, together, particularly as "these emerging-market countries only partially embraced free-market principles." 74 The preponderant metaphor and ideology of free-market capitalism is that of the "invisible hand;" that of scientific socialism and state capitalism may be termed the "guided hand," where the state-private sector relationship operates in tandem, and, ideally, in efficient and productive synchrony. The U.S. historical "either-or" perspective remains evident toward protecting the free-market ideological model-as defined by the U.S.-against any variation; Bremmer's (May/June 2009), writing in Foreign Affairs, perpetrates this non-negotiable position: 75 The United States should reassert its commitment to expanding trade both with the European Union…and with growing economic powers…not least to ensure that these countries do not creep toward state capitalism, thereby adding to the inefficiencies in the global market and limiting U.S. commercial opportunities.
Hedging his bets, however, Bremmer then recommends that the United States should accept sovereign wealth investments from state capitalism countries after a "careful review that they do not compromise U.S. national security. 18), writes: "To say that liberal democracy is 'hegemonic' is to say both that it serves the particular interests of the capitalist class and that its claims to universality have an element of truth…. Capitalist hegemony, then, rests to a significant extent on a formal separation of 'political' and 'economic' spheres which makes possible the maximum development of purely juridical and political freedom and equality without fundamentally endangering economic exploitation (pp. 181).
and revolution, the world order would be characterized as multi-polar, and that "China and other developing countries would seek to unite in the struggle against an unjust world order in which the rules of the game are determined by the developed nations." 79 The international sanctions brought about by the Tiananmen Square incident and the "uncertainty" of Soviet political viability led to Deng's articulation and dissemination of the "guiding principle of twenty-four characters," namely, as a nation, keep calm in the face of world events, firm in the face of pressure, and confident in the face of difficulties; "keep a low profile, never assume a leadership role, and take action." 80 This included "staying the socialist course in China while continuing to move forward with economic reform." 81 The Confucian principle of harmony was officially integrated into China's socialist fabric in the 2006 statement by the Chinese Communist Party (and later expanded to world harmony by President Hu on the sixtieth anniversary of the establishment of the United Nations): 82 Social harmony is the intrinsic nature of the socialism with Chinese characteristics and an important guarantee of the country's prosperity, the nation's rejuvenation, and the people's happiness.
China's presence-and integration-into the fabric of Latin American political and economic life extends well beyond the selling and purchasing of goods. It includes having an antidote, through economic diversification, to the United States using its "economic leverage to exert political pressure on China," partnering with Latin America to articulate South-South views on international issues, and establishing long-term and even permanent relationships with political and diplomatic entities, such as the Rio Group, Mercosur, Organization of American States, UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean, Latin American Integration Association, Inter-American Development Bank, and Latin American Parliament. 83 The launching of two satellites jointly by China and Brazil highlighted the effects and potential of South-South cooperation in science and technology, but there are many other areas of cooperation, including "agriculture, forestry, fisheries, animal husbandry, medicine, earthquake prediction, manufacturing, information technology, biology, geology, and aerospace." 84 Socialist ideology and practices are also at the Latin America's policy-influencing discourse table through the Chinese Communist Party's party-to-party relations with the Socialist International Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean, the São Paulo Forum, the Christian Democrat Organization of America, and the Permanent Conference of Latin American Political Parties, and, importantly, include "ties with more than twenty political parties in ten of the twelve countries that maintain diplomatic relations with Taiwan…in an effort to advance China's diplomatic interests." 85 China's relationship with countries of the Caribbean is characterized by diplomatic and development respect, attention, and high visibility, as well as economic trade 86 -factors that are uncharacteristic historically and currently of United States' diplomatic profile. As stated earlier, the reaction of the United States through the voices of its specialists and politicians to China's presence in Latin America and other parts of the globe is perhaps in too many cases competitive, distancing, self-serving, jingoistic and even hostile. 87 This posturing is, in a phrase, archaic, arrogant and alarmist, and will certainly be judged by the global community-as has been the case since the Cold War-as unbecoming of a global leader in a multi-polar world and ill-suited to contributing substantively to its collective needs and vision. the types of goods that China needs to import and Latin America has for export, and the prospect of sorely needed investment from China to Latin America. 89 But Chinese policy is driven, according to , not fundamentally by these qualities or by mere economic development, but by geopolitical factors, stemming from China's lack of acceptance of the "Yalta Treaty's post-war power reconfiguration" and discomfort with the "accompanying Bretton Woods system of a liberal international economic order dominated by the United States and embodied in the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank."
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as costs and prices would be competitive, and trade routes and geographic distance an advantage to projected Latin American producers and suppliers. 95 Nevertheless, for Xiang (2008), present and near-term economic expansion opportunities for China within the Western Hemisphere appear stronger than weaker. In the longer term, China appears to be pinning some of its hopes on the geopolitical shift that would result from the successful integration of Latin America as a unified bloc, along the lines of the Bolivarian Movement spearheaded by Venezuelan president Hugo Chávez, to "move away from the Monroe Doctrine concept [,] reduce the region's dependence on the North American market [,]… [and have China] as an alternative market and partner." 96 This would also place China in a more favorable position for balancing its infrastructure development investments in energy and minerals reserves within Latin America with its subsequent extraction and sale to China, together with agricultural products. 97 Xiang (2008) sees China's relationship with Latin America as a "neocolonial pattern" and draws a telling, perhaps cautionary, analogy with Britain's past colonial trade pattern in South America-essentially, economic monocultural-or near-monocultural-like export models-which, in China's case, includes soybeans from Argentina, copper from Chile and Peru, and "five primary and agricultural products" from Brazil.
98
Conclusion
The presence of China in Latin America (and globally) is a work in progress. Its incipient form, at this point, is perceived or analyzed in multiple ways, most of which result in trying to view with precision a new phenomenon by looking through lenses that need to be refined, if not replaced. For example, in the United States, traditional analyses tend to be reproduced through conservative, neo-conservative, moderate, liberal, or progressive lenses. 99 Others might use regional lenses that reflect traditional political or economic analyses emanating from Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East-or one country's or region's analysis, whether comparative or contrastive, of a region outside its own. The analyses cum rhetoric of many U.S. political and economic analysts regarding China's global, regional or national activities send the same, tired Cold War-type "us versus them" messages and reflect those same scenarios of potential threat and destruction. There are fundamental differences between socialism with Chinese characteristics and democratic socialism in whether or not upholding the guidance of Marxist theory, the communist objective, the dominant position of public ownership of the means of production or the democratic dictatorship of the people. Drawing a clear line of demarcation between the two means drawing a clear line of demarcation between Marxism-Leninism and anti-Marxism-Leninism and between socialism and capitalism. This is of great significance for us as we look at the downfall of the Party and the state in the former Soviet Union and maintain the leading position of Marxism in the ideological field.
Missing, then, is an analytical perspective to capture potentially new forms emanating from the scientific socialist prism. A perspective or spate of perspectives that, first, may identify and scrutinize, however tentatively, the various dimensions associated with the neo-rhetoric and reach of globalization-that is, how Chinese scientific socialism has interacted with institutions and populations, as well as with unprecedented historical dynamics, within its national context and outside of its national borders to create a new prism and produce new waves. Secondly, an analytical perspective must capture the degree to which this unique phenomenon is economically-, socially-and politically-viable in producing globally beneficial strategies, actions and well-distributed outcomes. The China-Latin America-United States triangle remains in the making and its future form uncertain. However, the fact that it is under construction is unquestioned. The variables that are in place are many and their weight unknown. Will there be a South American oil cartel, a Free Trade Area of the Americas, a new and improved U.S.-Mexico-Canada arrangement, an integrated South America, a distancing from or moving toward the U.S., a Latin American trend toward state capitalism? Will China's party-to-party diplomacy lead to a spirit of camaraderie that the U.S. has never been able to develop, much less enjoy? All is speculation at this point, however well-based on facts and figures.
China does appear to speak a language that communicates and resonates nationally and globally, in no small part due to its claim to having or to having a socially-grounded, egalitarian foundation, complemented by the presence or prospects of substantive Chinese external investment directed at relevant economic development that extends beyond its current political boundaries. On the other hand, the United States, however unjustifiably, is being profiled and measured as, alternately, an also-ran, a dark horse or a defending champion-but not as the clear winner or even top contender. China has taken pains over generations to establish itself as a nation, as a people, as a world player. It looked inward and produced a rhetoric that reflects principles of unity that, I argue, in most cases can reflect those upon which democracies are founded. The defining difference between China and the United States is that, respectively, the group is the unit of analysis rather than the individual.
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China now shares more amply its rhetoric and communicates internationally that for all to prosper it needs and seeks others with whom to share opportunities, markets, investments, development, and power. It is a rhetoric that fits the times. And the practices that relate to it have to this point resulted in gains that are at once spectacular, widespread and, particularly given the present economic climate, unique in productivity, however environmentally degradative. To what degree this rhetoric and practice also reflects the philosophy of scientific socialism or a substantive trend toward the application of what is termed scientific socialism within China or beyond its borders remains unclear. 103 What is clear is that, whatever its name, over the past thirty years and for the foreseeable future, it is working better than the traditional capitalist rhetoric and practice.
foreign policy theme, they often deploy coded language that leads to more confusion than clarity on the international front.
